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Alouette Reservoir Levels in 2019

In March at our ARSRP spring meeting, BC Hydro informed our committee that it was very likely that
there would not be the flows necessary to facilitate the annual outmigration of the kokanee/sockanee
smolts. This news took some time to hit home in the meeting but was made very real to us when ARMS
staff and directors went up to the Alouette Reservoir on April 4 to view the reservoir level. We came back
from that site visit extremely disturbed as we were now in a position where there was no way for the
kokanee smolts to leave the reservoir and to continue the annual return of adult sockeye to the Alouette
system although there was some speculation as to whether any smolts would leave via the low-level outlet
at the base of the Alouette dam. BC Hydro is required in their water license to keep reservoir levels at an
operating range at or above 121.85 metres from April 15 to June 14 to allow smolts to exit the reservoir.
However, the estimated level on the date ARMS went out to view the reservoir was around 116 metres.
BC Hydro had drawn down the reservoir in fall-winter 2018-2019 in anticipation of the rains, however,
in February 2019 the rainfall that was received in the Alouette basin was the lowest recorded on BC
Hydro’s records. The impact on the Alouette Watershed Sockeye Fish Passage Feasibility Project was
that only 1 kokanee smolt (mortality) was found in the downstream rotary screw trap operated by Katzie
First Nation and LGL Limited during the annual survey. This in turn meant that we have potentially lost
a year of adults returning to the Alouette River in 2023. ARMS sent a letter to BC Hydro CEO Chris
O’Riley on April 5 outlining our concerns that were now apparent with the management of the reservoir
levels. On April 24, ARMS received a letter back from BC Hydro in response (see Appendix A for ARMS
letter)
In 2019, ARMS directors and staff met with BC Hydro representatives and attended presentations by BC
Hydro staff on no fewer than eight (8) times on matters related to fish passage, reservoir operations,
entrainment, Alouette and Stave water use plan and license applications.
On November 16, ARMS President sent a letter to BC Hydro CEO Chris O’Riley and the Director of
Water Rights and Comptroller, Ted White outlining ARMS’ concerns regarding the overall management
of the Alouette and Stave reservoir systems specifically around proposed seismic upgrades at the north
basin diversion tunnel and the low-level outlet in the Alouette dam. (see Appendix B for ARMS letter)
ARMS continues to advocate for the Alouette Watershed through regular dialogue with BC Hydro senior
staff and management.
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Left: Alouette Reservoir – 4 April 2019, big cedar
stump for comparison

Below: Alouette Reservoir – 4 April 2019, looking
north
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Top and bottom: Walking south towards Alouette dam, 4 April 2019
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26th Annual Ridge Meadows Rivers Day

The 26th Annual Ridge Meadows Day was a hit despite the downpour! The celebration took place at the
Rivers Heritage Centre and Allco Fish Hatchery in Maple Ridge, British Columbia. This annual event
took place in conjunction with BC Rivers Day and World Rivers Day. This worldwide celebration of
rivers was founded by BCIT Rivers Institute Chair, Mark Angelo.
This year, we celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Allco Fish Hatchery program and held a special
recognition ceremony to acknowledge some of the important individuals and groups who have contributed
greatly to this long-running BC Corrections program. Awards were presented by Fisheries and Oceans
Canada Director of Oceans and the Salmonid Enhancement Program, Brigid Payne to Fraser Regional
Correctional Centre (FRCC) Warden Rick Lacroix and Deputy Racette. ARMS founding director, Geoff
Clayton, spoke about the forward-thinking people that started the program back in 1979, Jim Jose and
others, and the amazing work done by the residents of the FRCC over the many years to enhance salmonid
stocks in the Alouette system and others in the Lower Mainland.
VIPs in attendance included MLA’s Bob D’Eith, Lisa Beare, Mayor of Maple Ridge Mike Morden and
Councillors Yousef, Meadus and City of Pitt Meadows Councillor Gwen O’Connell.
How many people attended/involved on event day?
•
•
•

# of volunteers – 66
# of hours contributed including set-up/take-down – 452
# of people attending including public and exhibitors – 450

Our long-time favourites included kids’ trout fishing pond, birdhouse building, honey bee hive
observation, Michelle Hersey and the Nylon Zoo Salmon tent, and free face painting with Mehndi & More
Body Art.
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We had lots of fun musical entertainment all day with Synergy, Lisa Rae Simons, Spandy Andy and the
Carnival Band! The music was held on the main stage under the REMAX tent. Lisa Rae was a lot of fun
with her mixing and mashing fun songs and physical movement for kids! We added several new
entertainers to our line up in 2019 including Spandy Andy who was super-energetic and fun. He was a
real crowd-pleaser with his zany dance moves, quirky personality and vibrant outfits. Other new family
entertainment included much-loved local Maple Ridge puppeteer group, “The Well-Worn Trail”. They
entertained the public with a short set of environmental stories, songs and puppet play.
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New Features:
In 2019, we launched our first shuttle service from Garibaldi High School down to Allco Park and back.
This proved to be a very helpful service for the public. With our feedback from this service we hope to
offer it again this year with improvements.

Special Recognition:
• Allco 40th Anniversary Recognition – Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada Brigid Payne
to present award to Fraser Regional Correctional Centre Warden Rick Lacroix and Deputy Brent
Racette. DFO Community Advisor for the Salmon Enhancement Program/Allco Fish Hatchery
program, Scott Ducharme in attendance and ex-DFO Community Advisor Maurice CoulterBoisvert.
• ARMS 1st Annual Bursary Award winner – $750 cheque went to Heather Kelly
• ARMS Most Valuable Volunteer 2019 – Recognition certificate went to Shravinya Saravanakumar
• ARMS 1st Annual Nature Photo Contest 2019 – Kristina Brisbin
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Amazing Rivers Day volunteers!
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Bottom: Most Valuable Volunteer 2019 – Shravinya Saravanakumar
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Environmental Exhibitors
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Family Entertainment
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Rivers Day Prize Winners
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ARMS 1st Annual Bursary Winner – Heather Kelly
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ALLCO Fish Hatchery 40th Anniversary

Unveiling the new ALLCO Fish Hatchery sign
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We are very grateful to have had the full support of the Fraser Regional Correctional Centre, City of Maple
Ridge’s Parks, Recreation and Culture department, BC Federation of Driftfishers, the Port of Vancouver,
Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Agricultural Association, REMAX, the Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program and the Kiwanis Club. Our core volunteers included the Maple Ridge Lions, 1st Laity View
Scouts and local high school students – without them we would not have been able to put on such a great
event.
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Environmental Education
In 2019, teachers were again keen to take advantage of the experiential focus of the B.C. School
Curriculum with many returning teachers as well as new teachers reaching out for environmental
workshops or tours. Our education delivery increased 52% from 93 classes in 2018 to 179 individual
Pre-K, Elementary and Secondary level classes or groups in 2019.
Our Wildlife Workshop instructor, Jasmine Sidhu, delivered most of these sessions in the spring and fall
with help from summer students and ARMS regular staff. Jasmine has grown enormously in her repertoire
of nature-based education workshops and continued to be received very well by teachers and students.
We reached 4005 students in 2019 which was an increase of 27% on our 2018 numbers of 1100 students
reached. These students were preschool age to grade 9 from January 30th to December 5th, 2019. We
went to 56 different schools in SD42, Mission School District, Surrey, Coquitlam, and Langley
School Districts.

EDUCATION PROGRAMS by Total Cumulative Hours
In-Class
Watershed Education & Hatchery Tours
Habitat Programs
Eco-Camps
TOTAL Education hours

For 2019
3154
1665
1188
1040
7047

EDUCATION PROGRAMS by Number of students
reached
In-Class
Watershed Education & Hatchery Tours
Habitat Programs
Eco-Camps
TOTAL STUDENTS REACHED

For 2019

ARMS delivered environmental education to these schools in 2019:
Maple Ridge – SD42
• Albion Elementary School
• Alouette Elementary School
• Blue Mountain Elementary School
• c̓əsqənelə Elementary School
• Eric Langton Elementary School
• Fairview Elementary School
• Glenwood Elementary School
• Golden Ears Elementary School
• Hammond Elementary School
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2103
1110
792
231
4236

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Harry Hooge Elementary School
James Cameron School
Kanaka Creek Elementary School
Laity View Elementary School
Maple Ridge Elementary School
Maple Ridge Environmental School
Meadowridge School
Webster’s Corner Elementary School
Whonnock Elementary School
Yennadon Annex
Yennadon Elementary School

Pitt Meadows – SD42
• Davie Jones Elementary School
• Edith McDermott Elementary School
• Highland Park Elementary School
• Pitt Meadows Elementary School
• Pitt Meadows Secondary School
Other school districts
• Leigh Elementary School, Coquitlam
• Edwin S. Richards Elementary School, Mission
• Hatzic Elementary School, Mission
• Lynn Fripps Elementary School, Langley
• Moody Elementary School, Port Moody
• Our Lady Fatima Catholic Elementary School, Coquitlam
• Panorama Heights Elementary School, Coquitlam
• Pebble Hill Elementary, Twsawassen
• Rochester Elementary School, Coquitlam
• St. Francis Xavier School, Vancouver
• Surrey Traditional Elementary School, Surrey
• William Watson Elementary School, Surrey
Pre-schools and other groups
• Albion Good Beginnings Daycare
• Bluebell Daycare
• Cedar Roots Aboriginal Education Program
• City of Maple Ridge Parks, Recreation and Leisure
• Cottonwood Childcare Centre
• Family Support Centre Maple Ridge
• Kids by Design Preschool
• Love to Learn Preschool
• Maple Ridge Church summer camp
• Maple Ridge Girl Guides
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Malcolm Knapp Research Forest-UBC LAND One program
Meadow Montessori School
Montessori Corner
Pitt Meadows Brownies
Whonnock Conscious Care Preschool
Worms and Wee Ones Parent & Tot Group
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ARMS hosted a total of 6 spring and summer camps in 2019 with our Eco Camps supervisor, Dan Mikolay
heading up the team. High school volunteers and Canada Summer Jobs students proved to be excellent
camp leaders and assistants and without them our camps would not run.
Spring break camps in March were themed “The Science of Harry Potter Continues!” and “The
Adventures of Pixar!”. They proved to be a very popular themes with 46 children registered for this ecocamp over two weeks, making it the most successful spring break camp ARMS has ever offered the
community.
Summer camps ran in July and August with a total of individual 185 registrations over 4 weeks for
either a full week or daily. Themes offered to children for summer included “Harry Potter and the Lost
Horcrux”, “The Adventure of Pixar Continues”, “Build It! Bake It Part 2!, “Pixelmon!”, and “Forest
Explorers”.
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Canada Summer Jobs Program 2019
Our summer students were extremely enthusiastic, professional and a lot of fun to work with again! We
were truly lucky to receive funding through the CSJ program. Every year in January, ARMS writes a
grant proposal and submits it hoping to receive funding to hire college-aged students who will be able to
assist us with delivering much-needed community programs and outreach in the Alouette Watershed. In
2019, the summer students were trained in and assisted us by planning storm drain marking events, native
tree planting workshops and invasive plant pulls. They also reached out to local groups including daycare
centres and retirement homes to offer fun and educational environmental workshops. The students also
planned the summer camps in conjunction with our camp supervisor, including all activities, leading their
assigned camp theme, working with high school volunteers and delivering high-quality outdoor-focused
camps. Net earnings from spring and summer camp registrations was $20,179! Much needed income
to ensure these camps continue to be offered.
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Canada Summer Jobs post on ARMS website

Without our Canada Summer Jobs students, ARMS would not have been able to put on such wonderful
programming for children, get into municipal parks on a weekly basis for outreach and other important
environmental projects. We were extremely lucky to receive funding from the Government of
Canada, totalling $22,344 for six amazing students.
UBC – Community Field Experience Program
ARMS hosted 3 volunteer UBC practicum teachers in the spring at the Rivers Heritage Centre. This was
a great help to ARMS and a valuable learning experience for the practicum students. The Teacher
Candidates assisted in delivering some educational programming and we were lucky again in 2019 with
one teacher candidate having carpentry skills! These skills were put to good use in the River Heritage
Centre. The student built new doors for our education cabinets and hand-crafted 2 education resource
display cases. Our teacher candidates also assisted us in planning new workshop content, observing
workshops delivered in classrooms and delivering some sessions in classrooms.
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ARMS website post

With the continued support of the City of Maple Ridge, ARMS can deliver interactive, relevant, and
engaging educational programming to youth in Maple Ridge. Raising environmental awareness in our
youth so that they may become better stewards of the Alouette Watershed and their local environment is
one of ARMS’ key priorities.

Young bee-lovers check out a portable hive (thanks to City of Maple Ridge and TD FEF funding)
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Plentiful Pollinators Project

As part of The Plentiful Pollinators Project led by ARMS, with summer students taking the lead on
activities, ARMS organized a community pollinator education event on June 17, 2019 at Chartwell Willow
Retirement Community. The Plentiful Pollinators Project was funded by TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation. The primary purpose of this project was to engage with community members about pollinator
species, including education on the importance of pollinators on our ecological and food systems. This
comprised of an observation beehive and presentations by the “The Bee Lady”, Loretta Jackson, including
a honey tasting for attendees. Secondly, pollinator-friendly flowers and shrubs were planted with event
attendees in their community gardens bed at Chartwell Willow Retirement Community to create more
pollinator habitat in the community. The event was successful in reaching 35 retired residents from
Chartwell Willow Retirement Community, staff members, and an elementary class of students and their
teacher from St. Patrick’s School.

Planting activity at Chartwell Willow Retirement Community

To begin planning this event, Michelle Zavaglia, Lifestyle & Program Manager for Chartwell Willow was
contacted, to gauge interest in the activity and to secure a date. Upon getting approval from Chartwell
Willow to hold the activity our summer students, Harlowe and Taylor, visited the site to determine space
requirements for the event and how many pollinator plants would be required. After the site visit, different
options for plants were explored, including finding plants that bloomed at different times of the year and
that catered to different pollinator species. To purchase the plants, Harlowe and Taylor visited multiple
nurseries to try and obtain any donations or discounts on the plants purchased. Amsterdam Nurseries in
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Pitt Meadows, B.C., was chosen as a supplier offering a 20% discount to show their support for the project
and ARMS.
Two observation areas were set up for event attendees. The first area consisted educational material about
different pollinator species, books for attendees to read, and bees wax candles to give away. There was a
beekeeper suit displayed and other beekeeping materials for attendees to view. The second area had
information on the beehives at ARMS, honeybee educational material, and the observation beehive.

Top: ARMS pollinator education tent.
Bottom: Summer students Taylor, Harlowe and Angela with Loretta Jackson in bee observation hive tent.

27

Pollinator Presentation and Honey
Tasting
Loretta Jackson, “The Bee Lady”, lead
this portion of the event, which
included an observation beehive,
honey tasting and beeswax candle
making
activity.
During
the
presentation she discussed the
importance of bees, their life cycle and
habits, and answered all questions
from the attendees. At the end of the
presentation, attendees were given the
opportunity to taste different flavours
of honey.

Loretta Jackson presenting to Chartwell Willow residents

Chartwell Willow residents helping ARMS staff plant and water new pollinator flowers

The event was attended by 35 residents from Chartwell Willow Retirement Community. We also had
partial visits from staff members from the retirement centre and a class of students with their teacher from
St. Patrick’s School. During the event, all attendees expressed interest in all aspects of the event and were
eager to join in activities. In total, 16 new plants were donated and installed with the value of $70.
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Some feedback we received from Michelle Zavaglia, Lifestyle & Program Manager for Chartwell Willow,
includes:
“The residents really loved this program … they loved the bee talk and everyone who came to
the presentation was impressed by the knowledge that Loretta shared about the bees. The
honey tasting was a favourite and some who couldn't remember all the info did remember that.
[T]he teacher of the students from St Pat's who were here express their gratitude for a
wonderful surprise ending to the visit here (which was the bee program).”
CEED Centre Society Outreach and Plant Donation
On June 18, 2016, an outreach activity was held at the CEED Centre Society in Maple Ridge. The purpose
of this event was to educate a seniors group on the importance of pollinator species, specifically bees,
including their life cycle, food habits, habitat requirements, and the plight currently faced by pollinators.
Before the activity commenced, Harlowe and Taylor assessed the community gardens at the Centre for
the need of more pollinator plants, including how many would be needed and light and water requirements.
The plants were purchased from Amsterdam Nurseries at the same time as the plants for Chartwell Willow
Retirement Community and qualified for a 20% discount.
The presentation included the observation beehive, written educational material, and beeswax wrap craft
activity at the end. There were 16 plants donated to the CEED Centre Society with the value of $70.
This event was successful in reaching 15 senior community members and all participants expressed
gratitude when the activity ended.

Left: Loretta, "The Bee Lady", educating community members on bees. Right: Promotional material about ARMS and funder

29

Cottonwoods Child Care Centre

On June 25, 2019, 14 pollinator plants were donated to Cottonwoods Child Care Centre after they reached
out to ARMS regarding creating pollinator habitat and gardens for educational purposes. Arrangements
were made with Barb Kark of Cottonwoods Child Care Centre surrounding the size of the garden beds
and what type of plants would be required. A variety of plants were purchased, with the focus being on
hardy plants so they could withstand being handled by children. The total donation value was $60.
This planting event was a great opportunity for the children at Cottonwoods to get hands-on experience
planting pollinator gardens and will increase their future knowledge and appreciation of pollinators and
the plants required in these types of habitats. Barb Kark provided the following positive feedback:
“Giving them the experience planting (many children do not outside of daycare) and taking
ownership of their own garden has been amazing!! The children love their garden. They are
learning how to take care of their plants and why we need them. Now they are constantly
looking for bees and butterflies!! Thank you so much for this opportunity!”

Before and after shots of garden beds at Cottonwoods Child Care Centre
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Children at Cottonwoods Child Care Centre planting donated plants
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ARMS Pollinator Gardens, Event Date: June 22nd, 2019
This gardening and planting event held at The Alouette River Management Society (ARMS) on June 22nd
was a part of the Plentiful Pollinator Project. The objective of this event was to provide and increase the
pollinator habitat and food sources onsite at ARMS. ARMS coordinated and led this event with the
support of Canada Summer Jobs students.
The lead-up to this event included researching possible plants needed, buying the plants, and advertising
the event to potential volunteers. When researching pollinator plants, the summer students decided to
exclusively buy perennials to increase the longevity of the pollinator gardens. They targeted plants with
long bloom times and that bloomed at different times of the year, so that the bees and other pollinators
would have access to flowers for a long period for time throughout the spring, summer, and fall.

Before (above) and after (below) the event of a bed in the north

garden.

The summer students sent applications to many nurseries in the Maple Ridge and Ridge Meadows area
requesting any possible discounts they could offer towards this project. The students settled on Amsterdam
Greenhouses and Garden Centre, located in Pitt Meadows, who were generous enough to offer a 20%
discount for the all plants bought for the Plentiful Pollinators Project. Over $200 was spent on perennials
to be planted in the River Heritage Centre pollinator beds.
To promote this event, our summer student, Harlowe Steele, created a poster that was shared on the ARMS
website as well as other social media platforms. This event was advertised alongside the community bee
workshop hosted by ARMS to motivate volunteers to attend both events. The poster was also announced
on the ARMS Facebook page as well as some other local neighbor Facebook groups.
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Event promotion on various social media and
community platforms.

The gardening done on this day was alongside a community bee workshop, led by Loretta Jackson.
Fourteen volunteers attended the event, including four children under the age of ten, as well as our
summer students and ARMS staff. The volunteer group began with weeding the north garden beds, pulling
out all weeds and invasive species. The number of weeds pulled from the garden totalled around three full
wheelbarrows. The next step was to add new soil to the garden beds and plant the pollinator perennials.
During this time, the group of volunteers learned more about pollinator gardens from Loretta, Greta and
the summer students. They also shared their existing knowledge of bees/beehives and gardening. In total,
35 plants were established in the north garden beds.
Work on the River Heritage Centre pollinator gardens continued Monday, June 24th with all six ARMS
summer students. This work included bringing wheelbarrows of mulch to complete the north garden beds.
They moved to the east garden beds to weed, add soil, plant the remainder of the plants, and finish with
mulch. One wheelbarrow of weeds was removed from the east garden beds. This completed the restoration
of the River Heritage Centre pollinator garden beds.
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Pictures: North garden beds after planting event.
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Top: Pollinator plants in east garden beds

Bottom: Volunteers observe beehive workshop

The goals of this event were to replenish the River Heritage gardens with new pollinator plants and educate
the volunteers on the importance of pollinators, to education the public about the importance of providing
forage and habitat for a variety of pollinators year-round and to create a sense of community.
.
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In total, 44 perennial plants were established in the north and east garden beds at ARMS, including 19
different species with varying blooms times and lengths. A total of 4 wheelbarrows full of weeds were
removed from both the north and east gardens. This was a very successful event, as 14 volunteers
donated their labour to gardening while gaining new information and experiences with ARMS. Much
of the success of this event was its attachment to the beekeeping clinic; many of the volunteers showed up
at ARMS specifically for the beehives and were also willing to donate their time towards the gardening
aspect of the day. Hopefully these perennials will take well and be well-maintained so that this event, if
done next year, will not need to replace many of the perennials planted

Thank you to the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation for funding the
Plentiful Pollinators Project.
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Morse Creek Restoration and Freshwater Stewardship Project

The Alouette River Management Society raised environmental awareness and addressed a few key
components to improve Morse Creek. Key components of this project included community litter pick up
events, invasive plant species removal, native plantings, assessing baseline water quality and aquatic
invertebrate information. Several stakeholders and organizations were involved over the course of the
project including the BC Wildlife Federation, Eric Langton Elementary School, the City of Maple Ridge,
residents and community members.
Several different events and activities took place in 2019 to revitalize Morse Creek, keeping in mind this
is a multi-year project with multiple funding sources. The Alouette River Management Society would like
to thank Mustang Survival for funding $3000, Pacific Salmon Foundation $5000 and the Recreation
Foundation of British Columbia $5000. There was also considerable in-kind from volunteer labour,
equipment, materials and other support.
Partnership with the British Columbia Wildlife Federation
The BC Wildlife Federation partnered with ARMS during one of their ‘Reel Fishing’ Workshops. This is
a unique workshop that combines fishing practices with conservation and habitat restoration experiences.
This workshop took place on May 25th with ARMS staff and 15 volunteers. The group worked to restore
a section of Morse Creek by removing litter along the riparian zone and planting 50 five-gallon plants. A
mixture of plants was used including salmonberry, huckleberry, Indian plum, sword fern, vine maple, red
osier dogwood, elderberry and salal.

BCWF volunteers at Morse Creek, Maple Ridge, B.C.
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Partnership with Eric Langton Elementary School
The restoration of Morse Creek included work done with two grade 6/7 classes with 46 students from
Eric Langton Elementary School. Garbage removal was the first course of action which took place on
February 21st. Many large items were retrieved from the creek including a box spring, mattress, shopping
cart, tire and other scrap metal pieces. The City of Maple Ridge Operations picked up the items once the
event had finished.

Left: Eric Langton Elementary School

Right: Councillor Ryan Svendson and ARMS Treasurer Doug Stanger

In May, ARMS summer students conducted an introductory presentation to both Eric Langton elementary
classes explaining the importance of the project and the plan for their classes to get involved. These two
classes participated in three activities at Morse Creek including water quality testing, invasive species
removal, native species planting, storm drain marking and litter pickup.
The first activity took place on June 11. The classes were separated into groups and rotated through
stations; Morse Creek aquatic invertebrate identification, Alouette aquatic invertebrate analysis, and water
quality testing with a YSI probe. With these three activities, the children were able to analyze the quality
of the water in Morse Creek and compare that to the quality of the Alouette River.
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Morse Creek Water Bug Activity with Eric Langton students

On June 20, the Eric Langton students participated in an invasive plant species pull and a native species
planting. They learned about invasive species and their negative impacts on the environment, and why
native species need to be protected. The students pulled English ivy off trees in Reg Franklin Park. Six
(6) large garbage bags of English ivy was removed by the students. Sixty (60) native plants were
installed by Eric Langton students. Each student had the opportunity to establish a native plant in the
riparian area of the creek. These plants were placed in an area that will support and stabilize the creek
bank and will also prevent people from having full access to the creek.

Before (left) and after (right) native planting.
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Eric Langton students having fun with native plants!

Far left: Pulling English ivy at Reg Franklin Park, Maple Ridge.
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Middle and right: Before and after ivy pull

The third and final activity completed with the students was a litter pickup and storm drain marking
demonstration. The students used tongs and bags to pick up garbage in Reg Franklin Park. ARMS summer
students controlled the sharps container and advised the elementary students to not pick up any glass or
other sharps. After this activity, a storm-drain painting demonstration took place at the entrance of the
park. The Eric Langton students saw how to indicate that the drain leads to fish habitat and learned why
this is an important step in restoring Morse Creek.

Community Event at Morse Creek and Reg Franklin Park
A volunteer event was also planned and implemented on July 20th. This event was open to the general
public to pull English Ivy and paint storm drains. Volunteers removed ivy along stream banks near Morse
creek and from many trees in the area. Volunteers also painted yellow fish on storm drains in this
surrounding Reg Franklin Park area focusing on those that would lead into Morse Creek.
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Another successful English ivy removal at Reg Franklin Park, Maple Ridge
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Morse Creek Project - Media Mention #1: Maple Ridge News
Eric Langton students helping out with stream restoration. (Contributed)

Downtown Maple Ridge creek gets some attention
River group wants to improve fish habitat in Morse Creek
•
•
•
•

PHIL MELNYCHUK
Jul. 4, 2019 6:00 a.m.
LOCAL NEWS
NEWS

The Alouette River Management Society is taking on a new restoration project.
And it’s not deep in the rain forest, but in downtown Maple Ridge.
Over the next year, the river care group is focusing on a section of the little-known, inner city stream
known as Morse Creek, a tributary that runs north of Eric Langton elementary on Edge Street, crossing
beneath 224th Street and flowing into the Alouette River.
Over the next year, “multiple volunteer activities will be organized … in an effort to rejuvenate Morse
Creek, engage the public and foster partnerships around this cause,” the society said in a release.The
group wants to restore the stream and improve water quality in that part of the stream and has already
organized outreach activities with Eric Langton elementary by getting Grade 6 and 7 students to help
rehabilitate the stream in Reg Franklin Park, which is almost located in the centre of downtown.
On July 20, volunteers will remove invasive plants such as blackberry bushes or ivy that can crowd out
native plants. They’ll also be painting markers on the road showing people that the storm drains lead to
the creek.“Both of these activities are essential first steps in stream restoration and create a connection
with the creek where we live,” said the release.
Sophie Sparrow, with the society, said that 110 trees and shrubs already have been planted to protect
parts of the stream and that it will be a multi-year restoration effort to improve the park in a heavily used
area.The park is subject to litter and vandalism and the society is working with the City of Maple Ridge
to find the best way to deal with that, Sparrow added.The stream goes underground into culverts in
order to cross 224th Street, then re-emerges on the west side to continue to the Alouette River.
“It’s nutrient-bearing. It’s not salmon-bearing,” Sparrow said. But improving water quality upstream will
improve water quality and the fish habitat that is farther downstream Morse Creek, she added.
Everyone’s welcome to help out on the Saturday event and can respond to: sophie@alouetteriver.org.
The Pacific Salmon Foundation and the Recreation Foundation of B.C., are each donating $5,000,
while Mustang Survival is contributing $3,000 for the restoration efforts.
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Morse Creek Project - Media Mention #2: Alouette River Newsletter

Other Community Programs Hosted by ARMS
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Owls, Wildlife and Endangered Species (OWLES) Project
Funder: Maple Ridge Community Foundation Grant
Grant Amount: $1500
ARMS hosted a free community event on March 9th 2019 to kick off our OWLES Project. The workshop
was open to the public by way of RSVP. Over 50 community members attended this free event, with
a waitlist of double that number again.
Raptors Ridge, a local wildlife group, was invited to present a one-hour “birds of prey” talk including
different types of owls. Two live owls were brought out for participants to get up close and personal.
Workshop attendees also dissected an owl pellet and identified the species found within. This was a fun,
educational activity which showed young children and their families the types of prey that owls rely on
and more importantly, the reason conserving habitat for owls is so vital for a healthy functioning
ecosystem. ARMS staff also provided step by step guided instructions on how to build a screech owl
habitat. Each family who wanted to participate could build a screech owl box to take home for free
(valued at $50).
The Maple Ridge Community Foundation (MCRF) was recognized within event advertisement on
various social media platforms. At the beginning of the workshop, ARMS staff introduced the OWLES
project and the grant provided by the MRCF which enabled ARMS to host the community event for free
along with other activities for 2019. This event was a huge success and was featured on the front page
of the Maple Ridge News, in the Alouette River newsletter and on ARMS social media platforms.
ARMS was able to purchase almost $1000 worth of bird houses to provide ongoing habitat education
in school district 42 where children ages 5 – 13 years old build a chick-a-dee house to take home and put
up in their neighbourhood. Our new wildlife educator, Jasmine, spent many hours in 2019 building
birdhouses and owl boxes with students in our school district. Additionally, ARMS logo T-shirts were
purchased and distributed to volunteers of the program.
The general public and schoolchildren in SD42 were engaged in environmental education about wildlife
in their community and were provided with habitat to put up in their own backyards for endangered
species. The community who took part in this project will see the results of their habitat boxes being used
year after year connecting them with nature.
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Photos from March 9th OWLES Community Event:

46

47

48

ARMS outreach in the community
Each year, ARMS adds new and interesting events to our calendar to raise public awareness about the
Alouette Watershed and the work that our group is actively involved in to protect, conserve and promote
the ecological health of our rivers and streams. In 2019, we attended the “Goodbye Chums!” event in the
Kanaka Watershed hosted by KEEPS, and with the help of our summer students, we were able to host
weekly outreach tables in Maple Ridge Park, Whonnock Lake Park, and Cross’s Cabin. We were also
able to attend the Ridge Meadows Home Show again this year with the financial help of AjM Disposals
Ltd.

Volunteers at Goodbye Chums! – April 28, 2019

Our summer students also attended the Haney Farmers Market to promote ARMS and the Pollinator
Project. We successfully met with many members of the community and educated them on ARMS mission
and activities. As we also brought the observation hive, we were able to entice people over to our
information booth to chat with us about our resident honeybees. We were also successful in promoting
ARMS Summer Camps and selling “I love ARMS!” bumper stickers for the first time. At Maple Ridge
Park, summer students met with many parents enjoying the playground area, providing information about
ARMS Summer Camps and the Alouette Fish Passage Initiative.
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Volunteer at Ridge Meadows Home Show - May 4, 2019

Left: ARMS summer students at Cross’s Cabin Right: At
Maple Ridge Park with ARMS and Adopt-a-Block tents
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Maple Ridge Adopt-A-Block Program (AAB)
This year Maple Ridge Adopt-A-Block saw amazing growth in our program! We had 29 new adoptions
in total! The breakdown of this was: 25 individual/family memberships, 1 business membership, 1
group/charity membership and 2 new school memberships. To date there are currently 113 actively
enrolled members to the Adopt-A-Block Program. These 113 members are currently monitoring more
than 141 sections of Maple Ridge, as some adopt more than one section and others choose to extend the
boundaries of their adopted locations. This is almost a 25% increase in adoptions from 2018.
Total registered members in Adopt-a-Block: 113
Total adopted blocks, parks, trails and streams: 141

ARMS and Maple Ridge Adopt-A-Block maintained a working partnership with Sitter 604, Aryan Saed,
to engage community members in local events he hosts in the Albion area. We also created new working
relationships with BC Wildlife Federation. These are excellent relationships for Adopt-A-Block to have
because it creates strong inter-community ties while establishing new avenues for individuals to advance
Adopt-A-Block initiatives to better the City of Maple Ridge through collaborative efforts.
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AjM Disposal Services remains a major ambassador for the program, picking up members extra garbage
free of charge. The Ridge Meadows Association for Community Living continue to work on orders of
branded bags needed for the program.

Left Technologies out and about with their Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block equipment

A long-standing feature of the AAB Program is the installation and maintenance of street signs for
participating groups and/or businesses. This feature continues to be available for individual and family
Program members as well. We increased the fee for business from $50/year for a minimum two-year
agreement ($100) to $150/year for a minimum two-year agreement ($300 upfront). It must be noted that
municipal street signs of recognition are installed only upon the basis of explicit signed consent by
Program members. Thus, current quantifiable Program signage may not accurately reflect the membership
base.
Garbage grabbers and our reusable bags continued to be signed-out by members at only one location again
in 2019. The Maple Ridge Leisure Centre continued its construction and was not able to be a pick-up point
for the adopt-a-block equipment. The Rivers Heritage Centre remained a pick-up location or the AAB
coordinator made arrangements with new members to drop off equipment at their home address. This
equipment can be kept by members for the duration of the adoption commitment period or until members
decide to opt out of the Program.
Brochures were printed and distributed at all the above events. A space in the Maple Ridge Library and
Maple Ridge City Hall was also reserved for AAB where brochures were available to the general public.
Adopt-A-Block was advertised frequently on ARMS social media and in the Alouette River Newsletter.
The coordinator also continued the partnership with What’s On! Ridge Meadows for free
advertising of its community events.
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The Adopt-A-Block Program organized and/or participated in 37 different activities in 2019. These
included:
1. Environmental Advisory Committee Communications – January 16 2019
2. UBC practicum student orientation – January 24 2019
3. Allco Park Clean Up Event – January 31 2019
4. Kiwanis Orientation – February 2 2019
5. Reg Franklin Park Clean up – February 21 2019
6. OWLES event – March 9 2019
7. Maple Ridge Clean up event – March 13 2019
8. Spring Break Kids Camps - March 18 – 29 2019
9. Deer Fern Park Clean up – April 6 2019
10. Maple Ridge Earth Day - April 13 2019
11. Good Bye Chums Event Kanaka – April 28 2019
12. Ridge Meadows Home Show - May 3,4,5 2019
13. ARMS 3rd annual fundraiser event May 23 2019
14. BC Wildlife Federation Clean up – May 25 2019
15. Adopt-a-Stream Eric Langton presentation – June 5 2019
16. Adopt-a-Stream Aquatic Invertebrate Study – June 11 2019
17. ARMS Appreciation Event – June 13 2019
18. Father’s Day Fish Release June 16 2019
19. Adopt-a-Park Reg Franklin Planting event – June 20 2019
20. Maple Ridge Park outreach - June 28 2019
21. Maple Ridge Park outreach – July 5 2019
22. Nature Kids Event – July 7 2019
23. Cross Cabin Clean up – July 10 2019
24. Morse Creek Ivy Pull – July 20 2019
25. Country Fest – July 27, 28 2019
26. ARMS Summer Camps July + August 2019
27. Habitat Building workshop – August 8 2019
28. Allco Park Clean up – August 17 2019
29. CTV Alouette Garbage interview – August 19 2019
30. Streamkeepers Training for Adopt-a-Stream – Sept 7,8 2019
31. Rivers Day, September 22 2019
32. BCWF clean up event – October 19 2019
33. Cedar Roots Aboriginal Event – October 24 2019
34. Pollinator Workshop – October 26 2019
35. Annual Fish Hatchery Tour – Nov 3 2019
36. Cedar Roots Aboriginal Event – November 28 2019
37. Winter Craft Event – Dec 8 2019

53

54

55

Above: SD42 Cedar Roots Aboriginal Education Program cleaning up at Reg Franklin Park, October 24.

Adopt-a-Block Initiatives in 2019
Last year, we worked on our social media messaging around stream stewardship and the importance of
keeping our waterways clean and free from litter. To this end, we asked the public to take up the challenge
of taking photos of any dumped refuse in or near the Alouette River. Public response allowed us to notify
the City of Maple Ridge of the areas were dumping occurred.
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We also received many calls from local residents living along the South Alouette River last summer,
particularly to do with tubing and littering. With the help of one of our talented summer students, Ashley
Chung, we created an information brochure which our summer students handed out to the public at regular
community outreach events and local festivals including the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Country Fest and
Pitt Meadows Canada Day. There was a lot of interest in the community and in the media, with Omni TV
coming out to interview and shoot video to discuss the issues of river tubing and the environmental impacts
with ARMS’ Executive Director.

57

ARMS Executive Director interviewed by Omni TV, Maple Ridge Park.
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Alouette River Sockeye and Fish Passage Project
ARMS is a member of the Alouette River Sockeye Reanadromization Project (ARSRP) committee, a
group which is dedicated to seeing fish passage over the Alouette Dam for sockeye salmon and other
resident salmon species which would use the Alouette Lake for spawning and rearing. This group meets
each year in spring and fall to work on projects that are currently aimed at researching the viability of
restoring Alouette sockeye salmon above the Alouette dam. The group was successful in its funding
application to the Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program (FWCP) for Year 3 of its eleven-year plan to
determine the feasibility of restoring a self-sustaining sockeye salmon run back in the upper Alouette
watershed. The committee was approved for $97,908.70 to run its adult sockeye enumeration and
kokanee smolt enumeration for Year 3 of the project.
In 2019, the ALLCO fish fence was in operation from the end of June to the end of October. During the
initial installation of the fence there was a two-week period where the fence was under water for
maintenance issues.
This year, fifteen (15) adults returned between July 22 and October 16. Ten (10) out of the fifteen
(15) sockeye were sampled at the Allco trap location, five (5) were caught and sampled at the BC Hydro
trap just below the Alouette Dam. Fourteen (14) were successfully transported to Alouette Lake, one fish
died in the trap. Fork length measurements were taken of all sockeye along with scale and tissue samples.
The measurements indicated an average fork length of 60.3cm.
The genetic sampling identified all 15 adults originated from Alouette stock. That was fantastic news!
100% Alouette stock! Between the return years of 2005-2012, the smolt to adult (return to the hatchery
fish fence) survival of the Alouette sockeye has ranged from a low of 0.06% in the 2011 smolt year to a
high of 1.33% in the 2008 smolt year. (Mathews, 2015 unpublished data).
Since 2007, up to and including the 2019 season, 361 adult sockeye salmon have returned to the Allco
fish fence, 298 of those have been successfully released into the reservoir. This project aligns with
Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program’s Alouette Watershed Coastal Action Plan. The priority which
is addressed are:
•

Sub-objective 1 - ALU.RLR.SB.18.01 Conduct technical feasibility assessment. Sockeye Salmon
passage at Alouette Dam. Compensation requires increasing present biological productivity to
offset hydro development-related declines in productivity. There are myriad ways to compensate
for fisheries impacts, and some work better for some species than others and some may be more
suited to certain physical settings.
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The last sockeye to enter the trap on October 16th 2019 was unusually late, in full maturation colors.
This is the second fish recorded to return in full maturation colors for two years running. Unfortunately,
no scale samples could be taken from this fish, however DNA samples were obtained along with fork
length measurements. All returning sockeye were in great health and strong swimmers.

Red sockeye at Alouette Reservoir, 16 October, 2019

Year of Adult Return

Number of Returned
Adults

2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
Totals

38
54
45
115
11
45
10
0
4
6
3
15
15
361

Number of Adults
Released Alive into
Alouette Reservoir
5
53
43
103
8
43
7
0
0*
6
1
15
14
298

Return and release numbers for Adult sockeye returns to the Allco fish fence
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ARMS Fall 2019 e-newsletter feature
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As an additional note, at the beginning of 2019 BC Hydro and ARMS had some initial discussions with
regards to the possibility of the Alouette sockeye hatchery being open for operation in time for the 2020
adult sockeye season. BC Hydro presented their initial proposal to the ARMS board. This presentation
included some indication that BC Hydro would fund the necessary work to get the Alouette sockeye
hatchery running. Later in March of 2019, BC Hydro presented their initial proposal to the ARSRP
committee and provided some clarification that BC Hydro would be funding the annual adult sockeye
enumeration, spring kokanee smolt outmigration enumeration.

ARSRP committee meeting, March 2019

BC Hydro offered to pay for the work necessary to upgrade the Alouette hatchery to accommodate
Alouette sockeye however, they were also trying to include the Coquitlam River sockeye in this proposal.
ARMS expressed its concerns about the logistics of raising both Alouette and Coquitlam sockeye eggs
and fry from the Alouette research facility. Many of these concerns were around the lack of enough water
supply to cover the year-round incubation and raising of the salmon.
As a result of these initial discussions with BC Hydro, the ARSRP committee did not apply to the Fish
and Wildlife Compensation Program for its annual grant to continue with monitoring studies for adult
sockeye and kokanee smolts leaving the Alouette Reservoir. As at time of writing, we are still waiting to
hear the next steps or concrete details from BC Hydro with regards to the 2020 outmigration and adult
sockeye salmon season.
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Salmon Spawner Surveys
ARMS coordinated spawner surveys for the eleventh (11) year running in the same four tributaries within
the Alouette Watershed. Spawner surveys provide information about the number of adult salmonids that
reach the spawning grounds, and the proportion that spawn successfully. Fisheries managers use the term
escapement to describe the number of fish that escape the various fisheries. These tributaries include Coho
Creek, Latimer Channel, Millionaire Creek, and the North Alouette River.
Twelve volunteers including two ARMS members, two SFU students, two BCIT students, four
community residents and 1st Laity View Scouts Coordinator, surveyed the tributaries for three months
using the provided spawner survey kits. Included in each kit: note binder with loose-leaf waterproof paper,
tally counter, fish knife, whistle, thermometer, two sets of propylene gloves, measuring tape, first aid kit,
polarized glasses, and tote.
At the Allco Fish Fence, a total of 1799 adult spawners were counted (not including sockeye). Pink
20, chum 1398, coho 292 and chinook 20 came back to the fence. The adult returns were late in arriving
for 2019 and the Allco fish fence was down several times due to BC Hydro controlled spills. As the fall
rains were late, this was considered a possible reason for the late returns with low water in the tributaries
of the Alouette River.

ARMS Winter 2019 e-newsletter feature
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ARMS volunteers surveying on Latimer Channel
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ARMS Community Events and Tours

ARMS spring 2019 e-newsletter feature
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ARMS winter 2019 e-newsletter feature
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Lovely music accompanied the 1st Annual Winter Craft event at the River Heritage Centre on December 8.
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ARMS Leverage – Cash and In-kind
2019 Successful Grant Applications - Totalled $230,396.70
1. $97,908.70 - Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program (FWCP) – Alouette Watershed Sockeye –
Fish Passage Feasibility Project – Year 3
2. $54,450 - BC Community Gaming grant – ARMS Education, Rivers Heritage Centre, Adopt-aBlock and Stewardship Programs
3. $22,344 - Canada Summer Jobs (Canadian Government) – 6 summer students for Environmental
Education and Eco-camps
4. $21,344 – Pacific Salmon Foundation (PSF) – Allco Hatchery Emergency Well Redevelopment
5. $5,000 – TD Friends of the Environment Foundation – Plentiful Pollinators Project
6. $5,000 – City of Pitt Meadows – Adopt-a-Program
7. $5,000 – Recreation Foundation of British Columbia – Morse Creek & Freshwater Stewardship
Project
8. $5,000 – Pacific Salmon Foundation (PSF) – Morse Creek & Freshwater Stewardship Project
9. $3,000 – Mustang Survival - Morse Creek & Freshwater Stewardship Project
10. $2,500 – Maple Ridge Community Foundation – O.W.L.E.S Project
11. $2,500 – Department of Fisheries and Oceans – Community Salmon Education programming
12. $1,500 - City of Maple Ridge Parks & Leisure Festival grant – 26th Annual Ridge Meadows
Rivers Day
13. $1,500 - Pacific Salmon Foundation (PSF) – Invasive Species Removal at 232nd Street Channel
14. $1,500 – Pacific Salmon Foundation (PSF) – Allco Hatchery Upgraded Lighting System
15. $950 - Port of Vancouver - 25th Annual Ridge Meadows Rivers Day
16. $900 - Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program Community Grants - 25th Annual Ridge
Meadows Rivers Day
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Fundraising Activities - $9,316.00
ARMS continued its fundraising activities including our 3rd Annual Fundraiser Dinner held at the Maple
Ridge Equi-Centre Ranch Pub and Grill, Rotary Duck Race ticket sales and Bruce Muir Painting Raffle.
The 3rd Annual Fundraiser Dinner was sold out again (100 tickets!). Donations for our silent auction items
came from many local businesses, with community groups, individuals and levels of government
supporting our event.

Charitable Donations - $17,293.50
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stewart Family Foundation - $8,750 – Morse Creek Restoration Project
Bahamas Patagonia - $2,415 – Special Edition Record Sales Donation
Liz and Geoff Hancock - $1000
Josine Eikenlenboom - $1000
Kiwanis Golden Ears - $750
DonCol Nature Products - $700
Glassworld - $500 – Rivers Day
Mike Stark - $478.50
Haney Club of Rotary - $450
Lynn Peters - $300
Maple Ridge Lions – $250
AjM Disposals Limited - $250
Justin Bennett - $250
Pour and Pose Yoga Event - $200

Volunteer Hours Contributed - $43,660
Number of Volunteer hours contributed: 2183*
Volunteer activities included: board member meetings, water quality surveys, park clean-ups, accounting,
mapping, membership input, habitat box building, spring and summer break camps, data entry, wildlife
and pollinator gardening, community outreach, fundraising, research, driving ARMS festival trailer,
creating education resources, native plantings, invasive plant pulls, shooting video footage and creating
Youtube videos, writing grants, Rivers Day preparations, volunteer orientations, poster designing, salmon
spawner surveys and more.

*Does not include Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block volunteer hours
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Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block Program In-kind Value – $116,714
Number of Volunteer hours contributed by 113 volunteers (estimated) - 5650 hours.
(City of Maple Ridge in-kind $3,656)
(Other $100)

2019 ARMS Project Values (including in-kind)

o Morse Creek Restoration and Freshwater Stewardship PV: Estimated $36,185
o Plentiful Pollinator Project PV: Estimated $16,600
o Alouette Watershed Sockeye-Fish Passage Feasibility Project – Year 3 PV: Estimated $225, 608
o ARMS-Allco Fish Hatchery Education Program PV: Estimated $145,796

Plentiful Pollinators event at Chartwell Retirement Village
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2019 Chronology of ARMS Activities
(does not include Education bookings or Adopt-a-Block events)

January 10

Maple Ridge Earth Day meeting (ARMS organizes the Opening Ceremonies)

January 17

ARMS board meeting
Innergex staff tour of the Alouette/Innergex coho-overwintering channel

January 29

Site meeting with Hemmera at Alouette-Innergex Overwintering coho channel

January 30

ARMS staff First Aid Course training

January 31

Allco Park clean-up with Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block

February 2

Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block orientation meeting with Golden Ears Kiwanis Club

February 4

Emergency Response Meeting with City of Maple Ridge staff

February 7

Alouette Fish Passage Committee Meeting and BC Hydro Presentation
ARMS attended Maple Ridge Earth Day meeting

February 21

Maple Ridge Adopt-a-a-Block clean-up event at Reg Franklin Park
ARMS fundraising committee meeting
Heritage Awards Presentation Ceremony – ARMS attended with Fraser Regional
Correctional Centre for award

February 23

ARMS attended the Federal Government’s Wild Salmon Policy Presentation in
North Vancouver

February 26

Presentation of Annual Report/Activities to City of Maple Ridge Mayor and
Council

March 4

Pre-meeting for Alouette River Sockeye Reanadromization Committee - Spring
2018

March 5

Meeting with Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows MP, Dan Ruimy at constituency office
Presentation of Annual Report/Activities to City of Pitt Meadows Mayor and
Council

March 7

ARMS attended Maple Ridge Earth Day meeting

March 9

Public workshop – O.W.L.E.S event at River Heritage Centre

March 11

Alouette River Sockeye Reanadromization Project (ARSRP) spring meeting

March 13

Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block clean-up at Maple Ridge Park

March 14

ARMS board meeting
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March 18-22

Spring break camps

March 21

ARMS attended Maple Ridge Earth Day meeting

March 25-29

Spring break camps

March 31

ARMS attended KEEPS Nature Recycling event

April 4

Site visit to Alouette Reservoir regarding level concerns
ARMS attended Maple Ridge Earth Day meeting

April 6

Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block clean-up event at Deer Fern Park

April 8

ARMS Strategic Plan Milestones meeting

April 11

Annual General Meeting at Maple Ridge Library (guest speakers Mike and Roma
Leon of Katzie Development Corp Ltd – Lower Alouette Watershed Restoration
Project)

April 20

Pitt Meadows Earth Day – ARMS attended

April 21

Maple Ridge Earth Day – ARMS and Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block attended

April 23

ARMS attended Council meeting
UBC Teacher Candidates start for 3-week community service program

April 26

ARMS attended Pitt Meadows Earth Day

April 27

ARMS attended Katzie Longhouse event with SFU Ecological Education Masters
Program cohort

April 28

ARMS attended KEEPS Goodbye Chums

April 29

ARMS attended student interviews at Eric Langton Elementary School

April 30

Alouette-Innergex Overwintering Channel – habitat monitoring

May 3-5

Ridge Meadows Home Show – ARMS attended

May 4

Port Moody Fingerling Festival - ARMS attended

May 6

Summer student interviews

May 7

Site visit to Reg Franklin Park with CMR Parks Manager Erin Gorby
Summer student interviews
Coniagas Channel salmon surveys

May 8

Summer student interviews
Coniagas Channel salmon surveys

May 9

Summer student interviews
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ARMS board meeting
May 10

Summer student interviews

May 13

Pitt Meadows Scouts – Storm drain painting event

May 22

Storm drain painting – training with Girl Guides Leader

May 23

3rd Annual Fundraiser Dinner at Maple Ridge Equi-Sports Centre

May 25

Community Honeybee Hive Workshop at ARMS
BC Wildlife Federation and ARMS native planting and litter clean-up event at Reg
Franklin Park

May 27

Summer students start – Environmental Projects

May 28

Summer student interviews continue – Summer camp coordinators

May 29

Reg Franklin site visit and post-planting assessment
Maple Ridge Adopt-a-Block clean up event at Maple Ridge Park

May 30

Alouette River Sockeye Reanadromization Committee meeting in Burnaby

May 31-June2

ARMS staff attend DFO Salmon Enhancement Program Biannual Workshop in
Nanaimo

June 4

Site visit with Gerry Leering (National Fish Passage Improvement Coordinator for
Canadian Wildlife Federation) at Golden Ears Park

June 4

ARMS fish passage sub-committee meeting

June 5

ARMS attend workshop with summer students at Eric Langton Elementary
ARMS President and Executive Director meeting with Katzie FN Chief
Cunningham

June 8

Maple Ridge Park Outreach with ARMS and summer students

June 10

UBC Community Field Experience student starts

June 11

Eric Langton Elementary and Morse Creek study

June 12

ARMS attends Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable

June 13

ARMS board meeting, film fest and volunteer BBQ

June 16

Father’s Day Fish Release at Maple Ridge Park with Maple Ridge Lions – Pancake
Breakfast for Litter Heroes

June 17

Chartwells planting event with ARMS and summer students

June 18

CEED Centre bee workshop with seniors
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June 19

Pitt Meadows Adopt-a-Program event in Harris Park

June 20

Eric Langton Elementary and Reg Franklin Park planting and English ivy removal

June 21

Whonnock Lake outreach with summer students

June 22

Community bee workshop at River Heritage Centre, ARMS
Public pollinator planting event at River Heritage Centre with summer students

June 24

Final summer students start

June 28

Maple Ridge Park outreach with summer students
BC Hydro meeting with Director of Environment Karen Popoff

July 5

Maple Ridge Park outreach – summer students

July 9

Site visit to Pitt Meadows pump stations along dykes

July 11

High school student camp orientations

July 15 – 19

“Harry Potter and Lost Horcrux” Summer camp – full week at ARMS

July 17

TD FEF cheque presentation for “Plentiful Pollinators Project”

July 20

Morse Creek English ivy pull
Community bee workshop at River Heritage Centre with ARMS

July 22 – 26

“Build It! Bake It 2!” Summer camp – full week at ARMS

July 25

ARMS Fish Passage subcommittee meeting – Alouette Water Use Plan

July 27 – 28

Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Country Fest – ARMS and Adopt-a-Block attended

July 29 – Aug 2

“Nature Detectives” summer camp– full week at ARMS

July 31

Ecofish and DFO site visit of upper Alouette hatchery

August 7

Pitt Meadows clean up event

Aug 12- 16

“Pixelmon” Summer camp – full week at ARMS (second offering)

August 17

Community bee workshop at River Heritage Centre with ARMS

August 18

ARMS outreach attends Golden Meadows Honey Farm summer farmers’ market

August 19

Floating down the river with ARMS

September 7-8

Streamkeepers Training weekend hosted by ARMS

September 10

Meeting with CMR Parks & Recreation Children’s Department re Camps 2020

September 12

ARMS attended Katzie Eco-restoration project sign unveiling in Lower Alouette
Watershed.
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September 13

BC Hydro Alouette Reservoir Operations – presentation to CMR, CPM, MLA’s
and ARMS

September 19

ARSRP fall meeting

September 22

26th Annual Ridge Meadows Rivers Day & Allco Hatchery 40th Anniversary

September 23

Alouette/Stave reservoir site tour with BC Hydro

September 26

Invasive Species Council of Metro Vancouver – Fall Forum public hatchery tour

October 1

Salmon spawner survey training with Pacific Streamkeepers Federation trainer Zo
Ann Morten

October 2

Rotary Duck Race Cheque Presentation at Meadow Gardens Golf Club

October 3

Latimer Channel Spawner surveys

October 7

Climate Hub meeting with local environmental groups

October 10

Board meeting

October 16

ARMS Fish Passage sub-committee meeting

October 17

Meeting with BC Hydro Director of Environment Karen Popoff

October 19

BC Wildlife Federation event with ARMS

October 21 – Nov 1 Various chum egg-takes with DFO and Lower Mainland community hatchery
groups including BCIT Fish and Wildlife Program students, Mossom Creek,
Seymour Salmon Society, Morten Creek and Noons Hatchery
October 24

Litter clean up in Reg Franklin Park with Cedar Roots Aboriginal after-school group

October 26

Community bee workshop at River Heritage Centre with ARMS

October 29

BC Hydro Alouette Reservoir operations presentation to CMR council – ARMS
present

November 3

ARMS annual Allco Community Fish Hatchery tour for the public

November 4

ARMS fish ladder presentation to Maple Ridge Environmental School

November 7

Board meeting

November 12

ARMS attended CMR staff presentation on Green Infrastructure strategy

November 14

ARMS met with MLA Bob D’Eith to discuss BC Hydro operations on the Alouette
reservoir and Stave systems

December 8

ARMS 1st Annual Winter Craft event
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